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Meaningful Life:

« Happiness: effectiveness
and significance

 Care: meeting the true
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FIGURE 2: DISCERNED PHILANTHROPY

Clarified Financial Capacity: Charitable Resources

Clarification of the present and future resource streams and

expenditure streams:

« How financially secure am | or will I be in regard to achieving my

family’s chosen standard of living?
» How much do I have or want to have in order to provide gifts and
inheritance for my heirs, and according to what timetable?
« How much do | have or want to have in order to provide for additional
investments and charitable gifts, and according to what timetable?
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Discernment Process: Carried Out by
Individuals or Advisors
« Process of gaining insight, perception,
sagacity; from Latin, to sift apart
Self-reflection in an atmosphere of liberty
and inspiration
Clarifies charitable resources and
aspirations and how they come together in
discerned philanthropy
Mediating variable—affects the way
financial and spiritual capacity produce
their effects
Can be undertaken informally, or formally
with a financial planner, fundraiser, or
other trusted advisor
Archeological discovery of history and
aspiration, and then of wise choices to
close the gap between them (genesis,
telesis, agency)
Criteria for decision making are
o Desire for effectiveness and significance,
i.e. happiness
o Combination of meeting the needs of
others with self-formation

Discerned Philanthropy: Self-Reflective

Allocation of Financial Resources in the
Service of Charitable Aspiration
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Spiritual Capacity Clarified: Charitable Aspirations

« That meets the true needs of others?
« That is better done through philanthropy than through government or commerce?

« That enables me to:

o express my gratitude for blessings

o identify with the fate of others

o transmit financial virtue to my children
o increase the happiness (effectiveness and significance) of myself & others

Discerned: with forethought, with
consideration, self-conscious, heartfelt

Increases the quality and quantity of
philanthropy

More expressive of donors’ charitable
aspirations and offers greater satisfaction

Family philanthropy becomes a strategy for
transferring moral inheritance to children

Is collaborative, meeting needs of donors and
recipients for effectiveness and significance

Uses a variety of charitable vehicles
Potentially will cause a shift from bequest to
inter-vivos giving

Is strategic and often entrepreneurial
Advances the moral citizenship of care

Is an Aristotelian final and formal cause
simultaneously

Is a positive contribution to spiritual life in an
age of affluence, for self and family

Discernment
@ Process Carried

PHILANTHROPY
DEMAND SIDE

Needs:
« People
« Nonprofits
o Causes

Out by Fundraisers

Clarification of the meanings and motivations of philanthropy:
« Is there anything | want to do?



